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    Welcome to the summer edition of Finham Park 

MAT MEP Newsletter. 
 

Welcome all.   

The sun is finally shining and the summer holidays here to enjoy, after lots of exciting events have 
taken place for Mandarin students. 

This newsletter celebrates the Chinese New Year event that took place at Lyng Hall School.  Year 7 
MEP students, from FP, FP2, MP and LH came together to take part a wide variety of activities.   

I hope you were able to see their creative skills with the painted Chinese masks, Chinese knot key-
rings and Moon cake shortbread, although I suspect they were eaten before you had a chance to 
taste their cooking skills. 

Also, our year 7 Mandarin students visited China Town in Birmingham and used their Mandarin 
skills in native language situations, through a quiz, questionnaires and challenges. They also ex-
perienced a wide range Chinese food at buffet at Ming Moon restaurant. 

This term was exam season for our year 11 MEP students and we wish them the very best of luck 
for GCSE results.   

Finally, our year 9 students have just returned from their residential intensive learning trip to 
Shanghai, China. A carefully constructed itinerary blend of university study days, with cultural 
experiences, which will never to be forgotten.  More on this in the next edition.  

Best Wishes,   

Vanessa Priest. 

MAT MEP Intensive Learning Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying a boat ride in  

The Water Village, Zhujiajiao. 

Students learning 
to dragon dance at 
Fudan University, 
Shanghai in 2025 



To celebrate the 

Year of the Dragon, 

Lyng Hall School 

hosted a day of cul-

tural activities for 

around 100 year 7 

pupils in MEP clas-

ses at, Lyng Hall, 

Meadow Park, Fin-

ham Park and Fin-

ham Park 2. 

The aim of day was 

to encourage stu-

dents from each of 
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Birmingham China Town Visit June 2026 

On a lovely sunny day in June, students from Lyng Hall, 
Meadow Park, Finham Park and Finham Park 2 visited China 
Town in Birmingham to put their year of Mandarin learning 
into practise.   

They completed surveys with native Mandarin speakers, 
worked in teams to complete photo and language challenges 
and enjoyed the reward of a Chinese Buffet at Ming Moon res-
taurant. 

This year Miss Mansell set a new photo challenge, to be shown in our 
next edition. 

MAT MEP year 7 Students 
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 2026 

 

This Chinese New Year is the Year of the Horse.  This represents 
speed, strength, and independence and is a symbol of passion, ambi-
tion, and adventure, and associated with optimism. 

•Lucky Colors: Red, yellow, and green 

•Lucky Numbers: 2, 3, 7 

•Lucky Flowers: Calla lily, jasmine 

•Lucky Directions: South, southeast 

MAT MEP year 7 Students 

Songs are one of the best ways to commit new language to long term memory...and 

the students love them!  So of course there was a Chines New Year Song ...  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw 

Year 9 Mandarin student helpers welcomed and supported year 7 Mandarin 

learners from Lyng Hall, Meadow Park, Finham Park and Finham Park 2. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw
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The Chinese New Year Objectives... 

Mandarin language learning takes a huge amount of dedication and hard work.  The aim 
of the Chinese New Year event is for students to have fun learning about the culture and 
customs through art, crafts, drama and cooking. 

This year we were extremely fortunate to have Tai Chi activity led by Yan Fu (Helen from 
the Confucius Institute in Coventry University. 

The mixed school groupings gave students the opportunity to make new friendships 
through shared experience and is always hugely successful in cementing a love for Man-
darin language learning and all things Chinese. 

Students are able to take home the Chinese crafts and moon biscuits that they have made 
to share their memories and experiences of the day with family and friends. 

Tai Chi 
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Chinese New Year 2026 

Thank you to Helen for leading 3 sessions of Tai Chi 



After the welcome 
student were placed 
in groups, mixing 
students from each 
of the schools and 
they were set the 
first group chal-
lenge.  

Ice breaker activi-
ties are so iportant 
for building confi-
dence in MEP pu-
pils to take part in 
activities outside of 
the classroom  envi-

 

Cooking is one of the students’ favorite activities and alt-
hough not everyone could participate in cooking (due to 
Health and safety numbers), every student went home with 
shortbread moon biscuits made by  themselves or their 
friends. 

Moon cakes are traditionally eaten on Chinese New Year and 
take a very long time to make, so we adapted Moon cakes to 
become moon shortbread.  Using New Year themed cutters, 
usually used for the moon cake tops, students worked in 
mixed school teams to bake all day long. 

Huge thanks to Miss Coletta (LH) and Miss Mansell (FP2) for 
their efforts in the hot kitchen all day. 
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Moon ‘cake’ biscuits 
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Chinese New Year 2026 

From Moon cakes to... 

...t o Moon biscuits 
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Mask Painting... 
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Chinese New Year 2026 
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Chinese Knot Keyrings 
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Chinese New Year 2026 

New for this year, Chinese New Year Keyrings.  Students 
learnt how to make Chinese Knot from red thread and then 
created their own designs using Chinese symbols, beads 
and coins.  We then added a keyring fob to complete the 
keyring.  Such concentration! 



Thank you to all the staff who have taught Mandarin 

this year and helped to make the extra curricula learn-

ing events a success.  

Particular thanks to Confucious Institute at Coventry 

University and the teaching, support, admin and cater-

ing staff at Lyng Hall for their efforts and hard work in 

making the Chinese New Year 2026 event one to re-

member. 

Congratulations to the students for their dedication to 

learning Mandarin in school and at home, with the in-

valuable support of parents and carers.  

Year 7 Mid Autumn festival -  
Friday 25th September  2026 

Year 7 Chinese New Year— 
Friday 5th February 2027 

Year 7 China Town Birmingham— 
Friday 18th June 2027 

Year 8 Event—TBC 
Year 9 Residential trip to China—To be confirmed 
by MEP and British Council later in the year. 
Year 10—Tourism Project 
Year 10—University visit 
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