
S P R I N G  T E R M  

Finham Park MAT  

Newsletter 6 

 ῐ ᾣ ̆   
HŊn gƃox³ng z¨i zh¯ chƸnguƃng m²ngm¯i de 

hao sh²ji®, xi¨ng d¨jiƃ w¯nhao. 

Iõm glad to greet you all in such a lovely spring season. 
Spring is finally here, bringing a fresh and optimistic outlook on our Mandarin learning journey.   

The Chinese have many óSpring Timeô phrases and proverbs relating to new beginnings, persis-
tence and adopting a different outlook to any adversity. 

One such proverb I feel very relevant to our Year 11 students, who are entering the final stage of 
Secondary Mandarin learning, studying for and taking their GCSEôs, do small actions to overcome 
the biggest obstacles.   

ñThe man who removes a mountain begins by carrying away small stonesò.    

We wish all our year 11 students the very best of luck! 

Revising, re-visiting and re-learning (the small stones) are the key to cementing the powerful 
knowledge learnt over 5 years in the long term brain to conquer and succeed in the GCSE Manda-
rin exam (the mountain).  An apt proverb for students in all years and one for their future lives 
too! 

In this edition we see year 7 pupils from MAT MEP schools, Lyng Hall, Meadow Park, Finham 
Park and Finham Park 2 celebrating the Chinese New Year with our first Intensive Learning Day.   

We look forward to other year 7 IL days this term, with the visit to China town in Birmingham in 
June. 

In June year 10 will also attend an MEP Conference with other pupils from MEP classes around 
the country at a UK university, details tbc. 

And finally...EXCITING NEWS...Year 9 students will be going to Shanghai, China on an 11 day 
residential study trip at the beginning of July!  The educational benefit, personal development 
and memories made will stay with them for a life 
time. 

ᵰ .  Yu¨n nƝ ƃn hŇo.   

Best Wishes,   

Vanessa Priest. 

MAT MEP Intensive Learning Co-ordinator 
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IMPORTANT DATESAND UPCOMING EVENTS    

PLEASE CHECK THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS NEWS-
LETTER.  THESE INCLUDE: 

YEAR 7 INTENSIVE LEARNING DAYS 

YEAR 7,8,9 HURDLE TESTS 

YEAR 9, 10 INTENSIVE STUDY PROGRAMMES 

YEAR 10  HSK TESTS 

YEAR 11  GCSE EXAMS 



To celebrate the Year of the Dragon, Lyng Hall School hosted a 

day of cultural activities for around 100 year 7 pupils in MEP 

classes at, Lyng Hall, Meadow Park, Finham Park and Finham 

Park 2. 

The aim of day was to encourage students from each of the 

school to actively participate, work together, get creative, learn 

about customs and traditions, and most of all have fun...and we 

certainly did! 

The activities were created led by staff from Lyng Hall with the 

support of teachers and our CLEC teachers from each of the 

schools. 

Pupils ended the day watching a video with all the photos, hav-

ing made new friends, with a shared Chinese Cultural experi-

ence.  And not forgetting the handfuls of crafts they made during 

the day,  painted masks, Chinese knots, lanterns and of course 

the moon cookies. 

We felt incredibly proud of our students.  Each and everyone 

was kind, considerate, exceptionally well behaved and an abso-

lute credit to their school, the MAT and of course their parents 

and carers.  
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 2024 

 A Lyng Hall student welcome from  7M  

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ нлнп 

Songs are one of the best ways to commit new language to long term 

memory...and the students love them!  So of course there was a Chines New 

Year Song ...  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw


After the welcome student were placed in groups, mixing stu-
dents from each of the schools and they were set the first group 
challenge.  

Ice breaker activities are so important for building confidence 
in MEP pupils to take part in activities outside of the class-
room  environment, to feel secure using the Mandarin lan-
guage , to work together , and support each other in their 
learning . 

Students watched a short video story about the animals in the 
zodiac.  They were then put in small teams and the challenge set...To 
put the animals of the zodiac in the correct order. 

Pupils from each school introduced themselves to their group and  
worked as a team to be the first to complete the challenge and it was 
very competitive!  
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Simultaneous Puzzling: Zodiac Signs  
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Students were then given 
the answer sheet and 
scored on those in the 
correct order. 
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The Chinese New Year Objectives... 

In mixed school groups, students completed 3 activities during the day.  All pupils were 
able to paint a mask and enjoy the moon cookies made. 

Moon cakes (biscuits) 

P A G E  4  

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ нлнп 

Led by Mr N James, Miss Normington and year 9 
MEP students from Lyng Hall, MEP staff helped stu-
dents to bake hundreds of moon biscuits.   

Miss Mansell baked for 3 hours! 



Three of the five student groups cooked Moon biscuits 
(shortbread) and all students left with samples!  
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Moon Biscuit making... 
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Each student was given a plain mask to paint as they wished 
and take home. 
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Mask Painting... 
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Following a you tube video, students chose different colour 
ribbons to create Chinese Knots, adding coins on the bottom 
and making them into key rings. 
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Chinese Knots.. 
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