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Welcome to our summer edition of the MAT Mandarin Excellence Pro-
gramme Newsletter.  Once again the summer term has been  full of exciting 
Intensive learning events and curriculum developments to enrich the learn-
ing of Mandarin in our schools. 

Year 7ôs have enjoyed 3 MAT MEP Intensive learning days, celebrating the 
Mid-Autumn Chines Festival at Lyng Hall, the Chinese New Year at Finham 
Park 2 and a day trip to China Town in Birmingham.  Each event focusses 
on building cultural and language knowledge. 

Year 7,8 and 9 have completed MEP national Hurdle tests in reading, writ-
ing, listening and speaking and we await the results. 

Year 9ôs participated in a 3 day Virtual China event.  Each Mat school was 
partnered with a University in china that led presentations and live stream-
ing events.  Each pupil was assigned a Chinese partner pupil too. 

Year 10s have attended 2 MEP Conferences, in Birmingham and Notting-
ham, where they enriched and further their Mandarin learning experiences 
through activities organised by the MEP, and alongside other Mandarin stu-
dents from across the country. 

Year 10ôs also enjoyed a virtual tourism project over 3 days, where they put 
language learnt into practise, making tourism videos that were shown at the 
Nottingham conference to pupils from UK MEP schools. 

Year 10 sat the HSK exam.  The international standard exam for Mandarin 
learners.  Learners spoke very positively about how they felt it went.  

Year 11 sat Mandarin GSCE Year 8 & 9 receive hurdle test results,  Year 10  
HSK results and year 11 continue to prepare for their GCSE exams next year. 

Well done to all of our students for their hard work and active enjoyment .  
Your teachers and CLEC assistants are extremely proud of you! 

ᵰ .  Yu¨n nƝ ƃn hŇo.  Best Wishes,   

Vanessa Priest.  MAT MEP        
Intensive Learning Co-ordinator. 
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A few weeks ago, 96 year 7 pupils from Lyng Hall, 
Meadow Park, Finham Park and Finham Park 2 spent 
the day in Birmingham China Town.  

They were given tasks to challenge them to use their 
Mandarin learning from their first year.   

In groups of 3 or more they set off to complete quiz 
questions and and interview challenge.  

As a reward, students were treated to a Chinese Buffet 
at Ming Moon Restaurant, where they could sample lots of different Chinese 
dishes and desserts.   

Interview Challenge! 

Find a friendly looking Chinese person and ask: 

 ᵰ ˻ᵰᴪ Ҭ ̙  (nϢ hu³ shuǾ zhongwen ma?).  

  Hello, do you speak Mandarin? 
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Year 7 Birmingham China Town visit  
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WǳƴŜ но 

This was the most popular place to visit.   
Bubble teas and cakes were enjoyed. 

Shopping Challenge! 

This is Vanguard supermarket where you can buy all 
kinds of Chinese snacks. 

 ᵰ ˻ᵰᴪ Ҭ ̙(nϢ hu³ shuǾ zhongwen ma?).  

  Hello, do you speak Mandarin? 

Students were given a booklet with instruc-
tions, rules, a map , quizzes and tasks. 



We are all so proud of the excellent conduct of our 
students and we were complimented on their polite-
ness by the shop owners and Ming Moon..    They re-
connected with friends from the other MAT schools, 
embraced the challenges set and made the most of 
enjoying Chinese culture and food. 
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Year 7 Birmingham China Town visit cont... 
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WǳƴŜ но 

This is the first year Meadow Park  
has taught Mandarin and is now 
part of the MEP.  They loved ex-
ploring China Town and sampling 

the Chinese sweets. 

Having completed the tasks set students  eagerly 
await to go into Ming Moon for the food! 

The teachers had a 
great time watch-
ing students have 
fun and build in 
confidence. 

A truly special day. 



On the 29th of March, our year 10 pupils were treated to a 
once in a life time opportunity to experience Chinese culture 
on an MEP funded trip tailored just for this year.  

Our students were invited to the International Convention 
Centre in Birmingham, where they watched live performanc-
es, interactive and engaging talks, enjoyed an all you can eat 

lunch, and an array of interactive cultural experiencesΦ 

Yr 10 MEP Birmingham Conference 

ôJourney to the Eastõ - A Voyage of Discovery  
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aŀǊŎƘ нлно 

We were then welcomed by Katherine Car-
ruthers (Director of IOE) and live, tradi-
tional, Chinese musical performances.  

Year 10 MEP students Journeyed around 5 
regions of China: óBeijing and Beyondô, óWay 
out Westô, óBeyond the Cloudsô, óEastern Sea-
boardô, and óHeart of Chinaô  

The dayôs events began by entering the main 
hall and sitting amongst 1,500 other Mandarin 

learning year 10 students from all over the UKΦ 



What is the 

Mid Autumn 

Festival? 

¶ Moon/moon 
cake Festival da-
ting back 3,000 
years 

¶ 2nd biggest fes-
tival in China 

¶ End of autumn 
harvest 

¶ Celebrated in 
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ôJourney to the Eastõ - A Voyage of Discovery cont 
aŀǊŎƘ нлно 

Students were then treated to an unlimited amount of Chinese food 
for lunch, whilst engaging in interactive cultural experiences, host-
ed by our CLEC (formally known as Hanban) teachers. These activ-
ities included, playing Chinese drums, Tai qi, calligraphy, tourism 
and many more.  

We were treated to perfor-
mances by the winners of a 
song writing competition 
and the famous rock band - 
Transition. Transition grew 
to fame in 2009 in Taiwan, 
and seeing them perform 
live 14 years later, brought 
many happy childhood 
memories to our Mandarin 
teacher, Mr. Harrison.  
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Year 10 MEP students Journeyed around 5 regions of China: 
óBeijing and Beyondô, óWay out Westô, óBeyond the Cloudsô, 
óEastern Seaboardô, and óHeart of Chinaô  



 

Intensive learning (IL) days are additional to curricu-

lum teaching.  They intend on nurturing and growing 

the love of the Chinese language and culture.  This is 

not exclusive to IL days... it happens the classroom 

too! 

F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  
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Creative Learning in the classroom 

At Lyng Hall School, 2 year 10 pupils  were selected to be 
Mandarin teachers for the day.  They planned the activities, 
created the resources and delivered the lesson.   

This was a very positive experience for everyone involve. In-
creased motivation, confidence and energy  The pupil teachers 
shone with confidence and energy.  It has been clear to see their in-
creased motivation in subsequent lessons too.  Pupils in the class 
responded positively to their peers teaching them and are queuing 
up to do the same next year. 

All the time! 

 

 

Pupils create their own revision sheets in advance of the MEP hurdle tests. 

In pupil voice /feedback, writing is the area of 
most concern.  Strategies to improve writing 
and greater focus on character writing tasks 
have been a focus in lessons.  Here Pupils are 
practicing calligraphy. 
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