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 ԅ̆ ԅchƸn tiƃn l§i le, xi¨ tiƃn l§i le.  

Spring is here and summer is coming... 
The Spring term brings a renewed sense of  optimism, a celebration of  life 
moving forward and a fresh perspective on learning.   

The Chinese have many óSpring Timeô 
phrases.  This particular ones refers to 
the Spring season when flowers blossom 
and  a perfect time for  work and study.   

This is apt for every one of our MEP     
students, in whatever year of their sec-
ondary school experience.   

It is especially relevant to our year 11 classes as the GCSE season approach-
es and the culmination of their 5 years studying Mandarin.  Now, with the 
support of you the parents and carers, and our teaching staff, it is the time 
to focus on revising their learning and preparing for the exams. We wish 
them the best of luck! 

We are very proud of our MEP students in all of our MAT schools and com-
mend their resilience to learn, determination to achieve and ability to 
thrive, as we strive to provide a world class education. 

This edition of the newsletter focusses on our second Mandarin Intensive 
Learning Day  of the academic year.  Year 7 Finham Park and Finham Park2 
students, and year 7 and year 8 Lyng Hall students, took part in creative, 
cultural and  craft activities to celebrate the Chinese New Year.   

The event was held in each of our schools on the same day, using shared re-
sources, created, planned and delivered by the Mandarin and hanban 
teachers,  with the support of other skilled teachers.  A real team effort and 
a demonstration of how working together across the MAT  leads to enjoy-
ment and success.  Enjoy the photos. 

ᵰ .  Yu¨n nƝ ƃn hŇo.  Best Wishes,   

Vanessa Priest. 
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IMPORTANT DATESAND UPCOMING EVENTS    

PLEASE CHECK THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS NEWS-
LETTER.  THESE INCLUDE: 

YEAR 7,8,9 HURDLE TESTS 

YEAR 9, 10 INTENSIVE STUDY PROGRAMMES 

YEAR 10  HSK TESTS 

YEAR 11 MOCK AND ACTUAL GCSE EXAMS 

YEAR 11 

COMPLETE MOCK GCSE EXAMS  

 

YEAR 8 

AT LYNG HALL,                            
YEAR 8 EXPERIENCE THEIR 
FIRST óLIVEô MANDARIN INTEN-
SIVE LEARNING DAY  AND SUP-
PORT YEAR 7 WITH THEIR     
LANGUAGE SKILLS. 



To celebrate the Year of the Tiger, Lyng Hall, Finham Park and 

Finham Park 2 staff created, planned and delivered cultural     

experiences to year 7 students and year 8 at Lyng Hall.   

Although we were unable to complete these with the 3  schools in 

one location, we still took a coordinated MAT approach, with 

similar activities and timetable for the day.  Linking up via       

Microsoft teams and sharing photos and experiences. 

Students were introduced to new skills, which encouraged active 

participation, to widen their cultural knowledge and experience 

of the Chinese language and culture.   

They made Chinese knots and key rings,  designed and construct3D 

dragons and lanterns, practiced  calligraphy, designed  New Year 

couplets, created mock firecrackers and performed Tai Chi fan 

dancing and Chinese (Jianzi) football. 

F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 2022 

 

 Songs are one of the best ways 

to commit new language to 

long term memory...and the 

students love them! 

So of course there was a 

Chines New Year Song ...  

Copy the link  to hear the song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw 

Chinese New Year 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SogrKDhv0Mw


Ice breaker activities are so important for building confidence 
in MEP pupils to take part in activities outside of the class-
room  environment, to feel secure using the Mandarin lan-
guage , to work together , and support each other in their 
learning . 

Students watched a short video story about the animals in the 
zodiac.  They were then put in small teams and the challenge 
set...To put the animals of the zodiac in the correct order. 

To assist them in recalling the information they had just learnt, 
they were given 12 clues in Mandarin, relating to the story they had 
watched, describing each of the animals.    

It was lovely to see they pupils enthusiastically working as a team to 
be the first to complete the challenge and it was very competitive!  
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Simultaneous Puzzling: Zodiac Signs  

F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  

The story of the Chinese zodiac: The great race. 
https://youtu.be/may2s9j4RLk 

FP2 students perform the story to 
the rest of the class 

Students were then given the 
answer sheet and scored on 
those in the correct order. 

Lovely to see LH  students 
in years 7 & 8, working     
together, to decide the     
correct order of zodiac.  

Chinese New Year 2022 

https://youtu.be/may2s9j4RLk


Finham Park school, led by Miss Zhu 
chose the making of Firecrackers for one 
of their creative tasks.  Real fire crackers 
are not an option so students made their 
own using paper crafting.   

Festivals in China are well established in 
the Chinese calendar .  Pupils investigated  
the different types of festivals, the items 
associated with festivals and the verbs 
used when talking about them.  
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F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  

Fire crackers and Festival language at FPS 

Originally, firecrackers were made of dry bamboo and  lit to 

scare off evil spirits and the dragon Nian, from the story of 

New Year.  They are now lit just before the New Years Eve din-

ner to invite ancestors to the family meal.  Here pupils repli-

cate the design of the firecracker strips that are lit. 

Creating visual organisers is a very successful strategy for recording, remembering and re-
calling new or existing language. Students at FPS created posters using individual tech-
niques and  designs to create a revision resource and demonstrate their new learning. 

Festival Language 
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Chinese New Year 2022 



Some of the activities were specific to 
individual schools.  Dragon making and 
lantern designs was chosen by Lyng Hall 
School as one of its activities .  After 
learning the story of Nian, students  
worked in teams to follow complex in-
structions and  construct  dragons and lanterns, both icons of 
the Chinese New Year.  Again year 7 and year 8 worked togeth-
er to produce fine examples which are now displayed in the 
Languages department . 
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F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  

Dragon and Lantern Making at Lyng Hall school 

The Chinese New Year is celebrated with Dragon Dances 

that depict the story of Nian and the creation and  the 

lighting of lanterns that symbolise  the wish for a brighter 

future.  Traditionally they are red for happiness and gold 

for wealth, nowadays the brighter the better! 
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Chinese New Year 2022 



The Chinese art of know 
making was a great suc-
cess  with pupils able to 

take home a gift from the day that they had made.  Teachers 
prepared the card and cord in advance .  Then following in-
structions from you tube and with their teachers help, students 
made beautiful examples of Chinese knots using colourful cord.  
Take a look and make one at  home, there are lots of different 
styles and complexity. 

https://youtu.be/berL8Pewqvk 
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Chinese Knot Making  

F I N H A M  P A R K  M A T  M E P  

FP2 students were 

very proud of their 

achievements. 

The Mandarin Teaching team at Lyng Hall bought a special gift for pupils for Chinese 

New Year.  They gifted pupils traditional lucky coins and a ring to add to the Chines 

knotknot designs and create personalised key rings.  Students were very pleased to take 

home a souvenir of the day.  

These are examples of Chinese-

knots, some very complex. We 

kept it simple for now! 
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Chinese Knot 

Keyrings  

Chinese New Year 2022 


